BACKGROUND PAPER

Putting the network into context - The role of AQUA-TNET  (David Murphy)
The main aim of this meeting will be to 

1) Review the current situation 

2) Identify the needs in training 

3) Brainstorm as to the future direction of the network to meet these identified needs.
At the meeting you will all be given post-its. As the discussions take place I would ask to you put down your ideas/thoughts/comments on the post-its and place them on the wall. These will then be used in the brainstorming session at the end and be put into a discussion paper after the meeting. 

Aqua-TNET is a thematic network under the EU SOCRATES PROGRAMME. It is a sub-network of the bigger network AFA-NET which was set up to address, Agriculture, Forestry and Aquaculture sciences.

The main objective of AQUA-TNET  is to be a higher education forum to assess, compare and analyse the current state of the aquaculture tertiary sector in Europe and to identify key curriculum development and assessment objectives, ultimately leading to the dissemination of best practice and a more open, transparent and innovative system of education

Past key work under the Network to date;

NEED – Cohesion of delivery of aquaculture training across Europe, transparency of curricula, self-promotion of courses

DELIVERABLE - Higher Education guide to Aquaculture and related sciences 

AVAILABLE - Online Education database on WWW.PISCESTT.COM  

NEED – Identify future training needs of European Industry

DELIVERABLE – White Paper 

AVAILABLE – Ask for free copy from AquaTT

NEED – Joint Intensive Courses which would address methodological aspects of aquacultural research and development

DELIVERABLE – Methodology for 8 Courses # AQUALABS courses held in 2001

AVAILABLE – New proposal submitted 4.03, result announced 9.03

NEED – Dissemination of relevant information to trainers

DELIVERABLE – AquaTT initiative = monthly TRAINING NEWS e-newsletter

AVAILABLE – Free, subscribe on PISCESTT.COM

So where does AQUATNET go from here?

AQUA-TNET has an important role to play as the thematic network for Aquaculture. The European Higher Education Area is rapidly developing and the network certainly has a role to play. At the same time the network has limited resources under SOCRATES, there is very little staff costs available and thus the network can only be sustained by the commitment of AquaTT and the network members. 

The result I believe is that the network needs to focus on specific needs and try to address these. These needs must be addressed on a European basis. Then if these needs are not achievable without financial backing the network should try and source funding under other initiatives. 

For example, from the methodology courses AquaTT generated a proposal and sourced funding to carry out 4 training courses in 2001. 

Currently there is funding under SOCRATES, LEONARDO DA VINCI and within the 6th FP perhaps within bigger projects. (Roland Verhe from Gent suggests looking for funding under SOCRATES Intensive Programmes or Curriculum development)
In the next proposal I believe that there will be more integration between the three sectors in the AFA-NET network. The industries have some similar problems, issues etc and by grouping the expertise of the different members by interests the network could become more efficient and have a bigger impact. 

For example in the new phase partners within AQUA-TNET could participate in other workpackages, for example;

· organic farming/ sustainability

· ethics and the changing world

· teaching tools/ new methods (best practice, use of case studies)

· supervision of mobility + monitoring + international relations (new European courses)

· Competencies in languages for teaching (e.g. teaching courses in English)

By doing this I believe that you will get more out of your participation and experience and the outcomes could be manuals/ best practice guides etc which you could then implement/use in your own institutions. 

Right now this is all up for discussion so that if you have ideas you can start to formulate these new workpackages and thus be involved in a package that you have enthusiasm for. So please get your thinking hats on and I look forward to seeing all of you this weekend.

David

