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AGENDA:

9.10am

DM: Welcome, Round table introduction of participants 

9.15am

DM: Introduction to, and presentation of the Network

9.30am

CB: Presentation of AquaTT current activities and new projects 

9.50am 

DM: Presentation of the Education Database 

10.10am 
Coffee break 

10.35am 
MS: Presentation of EAS/WAS student event 2006

10.55am 
ME: Update on Diploma Supplement and latest developments at EU level

11.30am 
ME: Presentation of AquaTT’s past descriptions of learning outcomes

12.10pm 
Discussions/ Brainstorming

12.30pm 
Lunch 

13.20pm 
SH Presentation of current situation with AFA-NET – Preparing for a new phase  

13.50pm 
Current Issues in European Aquaculture Tertiary Education 

17.00pm 
Meeting End 

David Murphy opened the meeting and invited all participants to introduce themselves 

DM Presentation of the network  
[See http://www.piscestt.com/pisces/educational/meeting2003_en.asp]
· Purpose of the meeting: to facilitate brainstorming to draw together ideas for next 3-year phase 

· Need to increase dissemination of the network’s deliverables 

· Need for increased interaction between the three industries that make up the overall network

· Increase involvement of students 

Caoimhe Boylan Presentation of AquaTT activities and new projects 
[See http://www.piscestt.com/pisces/educational/meeting2003_en.asp]
· Send information on the CRAB project to Zoltan Karacsonyi 

· Upload all AquaTT project summaries and partnerships to www.piscestt.com 

· Use Training News and the Discussion Forum on www.piscestt.com to inform people who are seeking collaboration

David Murphy Presentation of the Education Database 

· KP informs group that Norwegian education system has undergone change to 3+2 system and as a result, all Norwegian course information will need to be updated.  University of Bergen has 8 online courses, which need to be added to the database.

· National Rep’s asked to recommend a partner for a country that is not represented e.g. Austria, Malta, Cyprus, Slovenia, Sweden: email david@aquatt.ie 

· Issue of whether courses should be displayed broken down by module or just as a full course. General opinion is that only full courses should be shown on database unless it is possible to take modules individually. Partners asked to modify the courses accordingly.
· Translation facility available so as to allow for upload of course information in desired language

· Database is a tool for advertising your institute and the services it offers to students/

· Also useful tool to demonstrate collaboration capacity in future joint curricula

· Issue of Quality Control – the database must be kept up-to-date.  Database should be programmed to send a reminder message to co-ordinators to go and check their courses.

· The database will show when your course has last been updated so the users are kept informed.

· ME mentions the AquaTNET should be acknowledged in the introductory text to the database

· Non-publish feature on the database to enable you to register information at your convenience and only upload when course information is completed.

· Add in a field for the number of places available on the course.

Marco Saroglia Presentation of EAS/WAS Student Event CONCEPT for Firenze, ITALY 2006

· Idea was developed and proposed by Patrick Sorgeloos as AquaTT director at a preparatory meeting in Trondheim 8/03

· CONCEPT is to hold a student event in conjunction with WAS/EAS show in 2006. Target to be non-aquaculture students. Aim is to hold a course on basic aquaculture capable of being recognised by institutions and given ECTS credits. In addition it would raise the awareness of the industry and its potential to more potential students.

· Student type – Students at under-graduate level.

· Numbers – It was proposed to have 1000 but logistics and grants may be limiting factor. MS believes 200 European students would be logistically feasible.  

· Issue of crediting student attendance will have to be dealt with by participant institutions.  

· Proposed: Seminar of 6 hours on the day before the meeting to serve as an introduction to the conference; the conference itself (tutored/not tutored?); final day exam – have to create a special protocol for this which is accepted by all partner universities. 

· Selection based on submission of application form to the local professor who makes the final selection of students from his/her institute.  

· Charge to the student will need to be calculated. Could be 50% of cost price. Minimum Level of student grant is €800 per student

· Depending on outcome of the experience possibility to hold it at future EAS conferences and could be made an ongoing event in aquaculture calendar

· Funding body for such an event is currently Socrates 

· JD:  Patrick Sorgeloos project concept is based upon providing for students with no experience of aquaculture, that is why the EC would be interested in having 1000 such attendees to the conference.  

· Johan: the event should include an on-site visit to an aquaculture facility in order to allow sufficient credits as required by the awarding bodies (minimum 1 credit in Varese, minimum 3 credits Belgium)

· Some partners felt the course was too short for the proposed amount of credits. 

· ME suggested the inclusion of online preparatory material prior to the event which could help solve the Credits problem.

· MS asked which organisation had the original  idea

· DM clarified that it was an AquaTT concept first presented by Patrick Sorgeloos to the AquaTT board at the AquaTT AGM 2003. 

Margaret Eleftheriou Presentation 
[See http://www.piscestt.com/pisces/educational/meeting2003_en.asp]
· Draft Aquaculture Diploma Supplement cannot be produced until after Berlin Conference 18/19 Sept. as the changes proposed to its structure through the Bologna seminars will have to be taken into consideration 

· New programme Erasmus Mundus with €200m linking European Masters (3 universities), student exchanges (4000), scholar exchanges, and places kept for Third Partner Countries

· Commission to give 3% of GDP to universities for research; for which they have to agree to Bologna Process 

· 14th February 2003 EU 2nd Bologna Process Report: From Prague to Berlin – Diploma Supplement adoption to be supported as an eligible expense (Dip Supplement Label Application, 1st November 2003)  

· Description of Bachelor and Master Programmes on the basis of Content, Quality and Learning Outcomes; minimum level of 60 ECTS for Masters to allow for the professional masters

· May 9th 2003 Launch of TUNING 2 Aim: to establish link between competencies and ECTS; Aim -to develop reference points for common curricula on basis of agreed competencies 

· Push for Competencies and Learning Outcomes in Diploma Supplement

· Must create qualifications based on external reference points: level descriptors, skills and learning outcomes 

· July 4th 2003 Official EUA Response to Role of Universities [copy given to all AquaTNET members]

· July 26th Publication of ERASMUS Call: thematic network – defining and updating generic and subject specific competencies, building on the TUNING Project

· TUNING 2: from 85 recognised generic skills nd competencies, TUNING chose 30 which are split into three categories (instrumental, interpersonal and systemic);  this type of development was foreseen and anticipated in the AquaTNET White Paper on Education and Training for Aquaculture in the New Millennium

· Detailed comparison between TUNING generic competencies and AQUATNET shows that AQUATNET had already incorporated most of TUNING proposals in the White Paper

· Usefulness of the section on Mobility in the AQUATNET White Paper Recommendations 
· KP expressed how useful the information had been; the UOB has already incorporated it into their new courses. 

· DM re-iterated how important the Diploma Supplement reports can be if used correctly, giving the network a head start on other subject areas. 

LUNCH 12.30pm to 1.20pm 

Simon Heath Presentation of AFA-NET and the Preparation for a New Phase [See http://www.piscestt.com/pisces/educational/meeting2003_en.asp]
· Presented AQUA-TNET and its position within AFA-NET

· Discussed different workpackages and their deliverables

· Discussed the different networks that are within AFA-NET

· Highlighted the new priorities for the next phase

· For next phase no workpackages have yet been developed.

· DM expressed that he did not really like the new proposed name of the network “Rural Environment…” as it tends to infer land based processes. 

· LO asked why Fisheries were not incorporated into the network, in E. Europe Fisheries and Aquaculture are much more interlinked. ZA & ZK agreed and said they would like to see more interaction.

· ZK mentioned how TEMPUS were very involved in Fisheries in E. Europe

· Several partners agreed that Fisheries, Aquaculture, Coastal Zone Management etc would have more relevance in a thematic network than the current network.

Discussions took place on potential future work under the network

· DM gave his opinion on the future structure of AFA-NET suggesting that the network keeps its existing networks like Aqua-TNET but that it also has some workpackages that incorporate all sectors. He gave some examples where the network could interact;

· Organic farming/sustainability

· Ethics/ changing world

· Teaching tools/methods 

· Mobility supervision/monitioring/International relations

· Languages for teaching joint courses 

Current Issues in European Aquaculture Tertiary Education discussions were incorporated into discussions on the future of the network

(Points have been grouped and do not necessarily follow the order of discussions)
MOBILITY DISCUSSIONS

· KP expressed how useful AquaTT used to be when it provided mobility under Leonardo Da Vinci and wondered whether there was anyway this could happen again
· DM explained that AquaTT could not apply itself as it is no longer financially viable  but that all partners could apply if they so wished. AquaTT could assist with the applications. 
· DM also explained that while AquaTT could not itself provide grants it provides a platform for others to communicate through www.piscesttjobs.com and students and companies should be directed to the site.
· KP also mentioned that it would be useful to incorporate student placement accreditation into the work AquaTT will be doing in WAVE. 
· JW mentioned that it would be interesting to observe trends in mobility to investigate whether culture or language affect mobility. He gave the example that Portuguese students tend to prefer to go to Spain because of the similarities in language.
LATER

· KP said it would be useful to have a method of validating mobility whereby  HEIs could give credits.
· GB agreed and mentioned something similar was occurring in UCC. 
· It was suggested that maybe institutions could set up a mobility module within Erasmus or LDV and assign credits. This is already seen in Iceland, Netherlands and Norway
· KP also mentioned that it would be useful if there could be some linkages with the work that  WAVE will be doing and Tertiary education equivalents for placements within degree strucutures.
· JS wondered if we could develop Lifelong learning courses (refresher/new skills courses)
Curriculum Development
· SH asked whether the group would be interested in developing joint curricula at a Bsc. Level
· JD mentioned that it would not be a valuable use of time to work at BSc. Level as almost all courses are at Msc. Level 
· GB agreed that it would be fruitless to do Bsc. Work. In effect joint curricula could be useful for modules in non-aquaculture specific courses
· KP pointed out that this is already happening in her courses where all those who do not specialise in aquaculture still have to take a set module in aquaculture.
· DM pointed out that it was the intention of the student event in 2006 to create a set module.
· GB: Directory of work placement modules needed; vehicle for accrediting mobility of students 
· Discussions went into a specific current need for the Aquaculture industry. The teaching of bioethics. In many countries all students handling animals have to take the course. But the course is not specific to Marine species and thus the examples and teaching tools currently used are not appropriate.
· KP: Bioethics based on FELASA standard in Norway, which has only some guidelines for fish but still use mammals as examples; Europe wide accreditation of fish welfare centrally co-ordinated by AquaTT.  
· DM: eLearning tools e.g. ethics course for incorporation; e-tool which could be developed for application across all AFA-NET work packages 
· There is also a need for this in The Netherlands and Spain
· European Masters 

· Some of the partners within Aqua-TNET are currently developing a Masters.
· Contact AquaTT for information on the European Masters 
· Transferable Qualifications

· Agreed that WAVE could be a useful tool
· There were already discussions regarding the Diploma Supplement
Other Comments
· JD mentioned that there should be a Workpackage for dissemination of the outcomes of all the other workpackages. 

· Biodiversity was mentioned as a possible avenue the network could develop

· ZK is looking for partners for River restoration and flood security

Jean Dhont Presentation of the ASEM Platform 

· Specific Support Action 

· Multi-stakeholder platform for activities relative to sustainable aquaculture between EU and ASEM member countries
· Build and manage the platform, organise workshops and disseminate information by using a portal through existing home pages
· Act as bridge to FP6 programmes; provide feedback to EU policy towards aquaculture 
· There should be a specific call in 2005/6
· ME: potential for Erasmus Mundus under this 
· ZK: new countries can be accepted e.g. Cambodia
· Platform is not closed so there may be the potential in the future to invite other countries in 
CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

1. AquaTT will send out a questionnaire (AquaTNET & AFA-NET) to gauge what aspects you are interested in participating in for the future.

2. AquaTT to draw together the meeting outcomes. 

3. Send in ideas for contribution to development of next phase of AFA-NET, not limited to one work package, selection will be based on outcomes.

4. AquaTT will chase you to check and update the education database

5. Invoice Simon Heath for the meeting, French government exchange rates for the EURO will be used not international rates.  You should try and invoice by the end of September to avoid lengthy delays in your re-imbursements.
